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counties, separates the streams that flow into
the Missouri to the north from those that
flow into the Platte. The Niobrara, flow-
ing eastward along the northern part of the
state, with its short, spring-fed tributaries,
forms one of the most picturesque regions of
the continent; there are in its basin near
Yalentine fifteen beautiful waterfalls, the
highest of which are the Arikaree and the
Pary, each with a precipice of ninety feet.
The Platte, formed by the Forth Platte,
which enters the state near the middle point
of the western boundary, and the South
Platte, which enters it from Colorado, flows
across the southern and central parts to the
Missouri. Its principal tributary from the
north is the Loup, which receives the South
Fork Loup, the Middle Loup and the North
Fork Loup and drains a large portion of the
central and southern part. The Elkhorn
enters the Platte from the north, a few miles
before it reaches the Missouri. The Re-
publican River flows through the southern
tier of counties, from west to east, about
three-fourths of the distance across the
state, and then enters Kansas; the south-
eastern counties are drained by the two
Nemahas and their tributaries, flowing into
the Missouri. A number of lakes are found
in Holt, Brown and Cherry counties.
Climate. The climate is warm-temperate,
and is characterized by sudden changes com-
mon to inland regions. On the whole it is
agreeable, exhilarating and healthful. The
atmosphere is dry, and gentle winds pre-
vail. The mean temperature is about 21°
for January, and 74° for July, but the ther-
mometer sometimes falls in winter as low as
25° below zero and rises as high as 100°
during the hottest months. The nights, how-
ever, are cool, and because of the dryness
of the atmosphere the extremes of heat and
cold are not felt as they are in a humid
climate.
The rainfall averages about twenty-four
inches, being over thirty inches in the east-
ern part and from fifteen to twenty inches
in the western counties. In respect to rain-
fall, the state is divided into three regions:
the eastern, which receives an abundance
of rain; the central, receiving usually enough
for agriculture, and the western, which is
semiarid and requires irrigation. About 2.8
per cent of the tillable land in Nebraska is
irrigated.
Mineral Resources. The minerals are few,
 but the output is worth annually about $3,-
300,000. Building stone is found in most
parts of the state; there are some 200 lime-
stone quarries in operation. A high grade
cement rock is also generally distributed. As
there are many clay deposits the brick and
tile industry is important. In the south cen-
tral counties there are also deposits of ochre;
most of America's pumice stone is found in
the state. Nebraska at one time produced
about one-third of the potash of America
from the waters of lakes in the sand hill
region of the state.
Agriculture. With the exception of lim-
ited areas in the northwestern and western
areas, the entire state is covered with good
soil, consisting of loam mixed with sand un-
derlaid by a porous layer of sand or gravel.
Corn is the leading crop and occupies nearly
one-half of the acreage under cultivation;
the value of the crop each year is $70,000,000
or more. Wheat, oats and alfalfa follow in
order of importance. Sugar beets are raised
in large quantities, and Nebraska is one of
the important states in the production of beet
sugar. Stock raising is practiced throughout
the state, though it receives relatively greater
attention in the western part, where the nat-
ural grasses mature and support live stock
through the winter with little or no addition-
al feed. Large numbers of horses and mules
are raised for market, and cattle, hogs and
sheep are fattened for slaughter. Dairy hus-
bandry also is an important branch of agri-
culture.
Manufactures. Nebraska is not a manu-
facturing state, though certain industries
Lave received considerable attention. Chief
among these is slaughtering and meat pack-
ing, the center of which is at Omaha, which
is the third city in importance in this indus-
try in the Union. The second manufacturing
industry of importance is the making of
flour and other grist mill products. Large
quantities of starch are made, and there are
numerous factories for canning fruits and
vegetables and for the manufacture of beet
sugar. The making of butter and cheese also
receives considerable attention,
Transportation and Commerce. The state
is well provided with railroad transportation
facilities. Three important railroads—the
Chicago & North Western, the Chicago, Bur-
lington & Quincy and the Union Pacific—
cross the state from east to west. The state
has about 6,235 miles of railways and over

